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First, let’s compare what is similar between the two devices. To

other vendors on their service. While they have included Netflix

begin with, they will both utilize a set-top box, however, Google’s

in their product, primarily, Apple wants to be the one selling

approach will take it further than just a stand-alone box. More on

you the products and the one controlling the software/hard-

that in a minute. Both Google’s and Apple’s devices will allow

ware.

users to watch on-demand movies and some television shows,
but this is where the differences start to become apparent.
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Pioneer At Its Best
On August 4, 2010, Issak Glenn, a 5 year old boy from Veneta, Oregon, disappeared while playing at Washburne State Park near Florence,
OR. On the morning of August 5, Lincoln County Search and Rescue (SAR) was activated to assist Lane County in the search for Issak.
When Pioneer employee, Bruce Tompkins, got the call, he was aware that there was no cell service in the Washburne Park area and that
a land line might be needed. Bruce explained the situation to his supervisor and he approved the idea of Bruce going to the search and
helping with their communications needs. Oregon State Police (OSP) were setup in the maintenance shop break room at Washburne and
needed broad-band and additional phone lines. Assisted by other Pioneer employees who took care of the necessary paperwork, Bruce
was able to do the install and activate DSL broadband within 45 minutes into the Incident Command trailer. After the operation was
complete, OSP and the Lane County Search Coordinator thanked him and expressed their appreciation for Pioneer’s help.
Thankfully, this story has a happy ending. After being lost in the woods for 20 hours, and having traveled almost 2 miles, Issak was found
and reunited with his parents! Bruce was at the command trailer when he was brought back to the campground and witnessed the re-

Google, on the other, hand welcomes other vendors and this is where the Google product may have the distinct advantage. As previously
mentioned, Google will have a set-top box like Apple, but Google is also working with television manufacturers to incorporate the Google
software onto the TV. Sony is on board, and there is talk that Samsung will be the next to come along. But, expect other manufacturers
to be working with Google soon. Currently, Netflix is incorporated into the product, however, you should see other vendors like Amazon’s
on demand video content and Major League Baseball soon. Better yet, you will be able to search the web for content, allowing you to get
entertainment from Hulu, Fancast and the networks themselves. You will also be able to connect and control your cable or satellite equipment via the Google box, and the box should have a Blu-ray DVD player in it as well, making Google’s box a “one-box-does-all” solution.

w w w.pioneer.net

union. This was a great example of how the Cooperative’s Network is advanced enough to provide high quality broadband service in very
remote areas and that our employees will do whatever is necessary to expedite service installation regardless of the situation.

A job well done for all involved!

Thank You to our Members
This year marks our 60th Anniversary of bringing the latest in
communications technology to our members. On August 11th in
Philomath and August 13th in Waldport, Pioneer hosted two “Mem-

While both products will be able to run smartphone applications on your television at some point, Google, at least for the moment, will

ber Appreciation Evenings” to thank our members for their loyalty

have an advantage with a more powerful processor. The Apple TV device is likened to its smartphone without the screen, which causes it

and support. Over 400 hamburgers AND 400 hotdogs, shaved ice,

to have lower resolution (720p versus Google’s 1080p), and performance compared to the Google box. Additionally, it is reported that the

popcorn and cake were served during the two events.

Apple box does not leave much room for expansion while the Google box developed by Logitech, uses an Intel processor and is reported
to be very expandable.
So, in a nutshell, Apple TV is here today and you can buy content from Apple and Netflix, however you may be limited as to what web
content you will be able to watch. Google appears to be the more versatile product and you will see its application on many different
sources, (i.e., televisions, set-top boxes, Android smartphones). Additionally, you will be able to get content from various sources. All this is
extremely interesting, but the Google product has not been released yet, as of this writing.

Members and employees were treated to music while they socialized
with their neighbors and friends. Pioneer also showed informative
demonstrations on Pioneer’s DSL broadband services. We are proud
of the role we have played in bringing these crucial services to you
and look forward to the next 60 years. Thank you to all those who
came out and joined in on the fun!

One thing’s for sure, the home entertainment market is changing and getting very exciting. Stay tuned, as we will continue to report on
this transformation and how you can maximize your Pioneer Broadband Experience!
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